GALWAY (WESTERN DISTRICTS). 




RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 18 April 1863 ; — for , 



COPY “of the Report of Dr. Brodie, Poor Law Inspector in Ireland, dated 
the 21st day of November 1861, on the Condition of the Western Districts 
of Galway, and the Correspondence connected therewith.” 



— No. 1. — 

(No. 24,858/61. — Clifden Union.) 

Report from Dr. Brodie, Poor Law Inspector, to the Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Galway, 21 November 1861. 

Your letter No. 24,320 (1861) dated 13th instant, was received in due course, 
enclosing a memorial addressed to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant by the 
inhabitants of the town of Clifden, representing the state in which the popula- 
tion of Connemara are alleged to be from the immediate want of fuel, and the 
great scarcity of food which is expected to occur in the course of a short time, 
and requesting that I would visit the Clifden Union and, after due inquiry, 
make a special report of the present state and prospects of the union, in 
reference to the statements in the memorial. And here I may be permitted to 
observe that the meeting held in the parish chapel of Clifden, on the 10th 
instant, at which the memorial forwarded to His Excellency was adopted, was 
attended but by a few of the inhabitants, and that one or two who were present 
suggested that an appeal should be made in the first instance to the landed 
proprietors : this wise suggestion was not favourably received, and the parties 
who made it retired from the meeting. 

I have now the honour to report that I left Galway for Clifden on Sunday 
morning, and returned late last night, after having visited the principal points 
along the seacoast, and travelled a good deal through the interior of the 
country, availing myself of the best information that offered, and endeavouring 
as far as practicable to satisfy myself by personal observation of the actual con- 
dition of the people. 

With respect to fuel there is, I regret to have to state, a scarcity in almost 
every part of Connemara. As I have already reported, the turf cut has not 
generally been saved ; the great bulk of it is lying on the bogs so wet as to leave 
little if any hope that it can be used for firing during the winter. In the 
interior and mountain districts, the small-fanner and poorer classes contrive to 
raise some bogwood, and with this, and heath cut on the mountains, they are 
enabled to cook their food. As yet the want of fuel has produced no bad 
results, but the resources I have mentioned must become speedily exhausted, 
and as the winter advances the consequences must be bad, unless some relief is 
afforded in this respect. All are not so badly off. The strong farmers, who 
were able to command labour to cut and save the turf in che early part of the 
season, have their haggards fairly stocked with a supply of turf fit for use. 
There is yet no import of coals — no trade in it at the coast stations — but I 
have been informed that Mr. Levingston of Westport is about to send a cargo 
into Clifden. 

Although very unwilling to trench on the duties of others, I feel constrained 
to express my surprise that the men of property and position, who should be 
the immediate and natural protectors of the pool’, have not endeavoured to do 
something practical to relieve what they admit to be the pressing want in the 
district — something better than pass resolutions or adopt memorials. Were 
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they to unite and get in a few cargoes of coal, sell it at first-cost price, it would 
be of vast service by enabling the people to use in combination with it a portion 
of the wet turf that in its present state is useless to them ; and it would be the 
meaus of preventing sickness and, mayhap, consequent poverty in the families 
of those who have not a sufficient supply of fuel. It appears to me to be a 
question which should enage the earnest and immediate attention of those 
locally interested for the poor, and one that need entail no considerable sacri- 
fice. Had they taken this practical step in time, we would not hear so much 
of this panic in regard to fuel. It is not yet too late to move in the matter, 
and relieve themselves of the responsibility that devolves upon them. 

In respect to the food prospects, I have to state that there is no wheat grown 
in the district, and but little turnips. The crops are mainly oats and potatoes : 
the former promised an abundant yield, but the weather delayed the ripening, 
and damaged a good deal during the cutting and stacking. 

The potato crop, while varying in produce, has generally been bad. On an 
average there is a loss of one-half. After reserving enough for next year’s seed, 
those who have had very bad crops have very little left for consumption; 
others have enough to feed their families up to Christmas, while the more 
favoured will have a sufficiency, perhaps, up to April or May. 

Breadstuff's are plentiful, and to all appearance will be forthcoming in suffi- 
cient quantities to supply the deficiency of the potato crop. Indian meal is 
selling, in the town of Cllifden, at the rate of 9 1. per ton ; and even potatoes, by 
the car load, sell so low 5§ d. per stone. For those who have the means to buy 
there will be no scarcity of food. It is at the same time evident that a large 
number of the inhabitants must resort by degrees (some sooner, some later) to 
the market for their sustenance. The inhabitants of the mountain ranges are 
No scarcity of better off than those in lowlands : they have large holdings, graze cattle, and are 
of the Union P&rt not 80 muc ^ dependent on the potato ; they have large tracts to raise bog-deal, 
and gather heath from for fuel. This raising of bog wood is wet, laborious work, 
but it is cheerfully borne if a good log be chanced upon, and particularly where 
there is no other employment. 

Ablebodied labourers not in the occupation of land are not very numerous, 
except in and around Clifden, where there are, I have been informed, 50 or 60 
families of this class. It is to be expected that some of those will seek refuge in 
the workhouse before winter is past. On the other hand, those holding small 
patches of land are very numerous ; subletting and division of the holdings is 
extensively practised, and those lowest in the scale try to eke out subsistence 
by labour, fishing, &c. These are not much better off than the mere day- 
labourers. 

For all who are absolutely destitute, all who usually resort to the workhouses 
to pass over a period of temporary distress — -in short, for those classes repre- 
senting the ordinary destitution of the country — the Poor Law is fully adequate 
to provide. 

As regards the people in the next grade above these, their condition and 
prospects are Worthy of serious consideration. It would be both wise • and 
humane to assist them in getting over a season of distress, and prevent them 
from sinking from the position of cultivators of the land to that of paupers. 
This duty devolves on the owners of property in the district, and a heavy 
responsibility will rest upon them if they look on with apathy, or, at least, 
without evincing their sympathy in a practical manner. By union and active 
co-operation they can, as I have said, at a small sacrifice do vast service in 
supplementing the deficiency of turf, which is the chief want at present. They 
have yet taken no step in this direction. Employment is wanted lor the 
labouring population, and the small occupiers of land to whom I have referred. 
In this regard, also, there is almost nothing doing. I shall mention what came 
under my observation. 

About 1 \ mile from Clifden, in the townland of Derrygimla, on the Law 
Life property, I remarked some fences or embankments partially raised ; and 
seeing no men at work 1 inquired the reason, and was informed by one of the 
men who had been employed on the work that he and five others were engaged 
at it at so much per perch ( 1 s. 6 (/.), and that having worked eight days, 
they received 15 s. for their labour, or at the rate of 3 id. per day for each 
man ; and that they were compelled to give up the work. In the Bunowen 
Division I saw some men employed in making fences ; they informed me they 
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were receiving 10^. per day, and spoke in the highest terms of their land- 
lord and employer, Mr. Lyons. 

The poorer tenants require indulgence from their landlords in the payment 
of the rents. There is a fine field for doing good, for the exercise of 
benevolence, and for establishing a high claim to public and private gratitude, 
in the drainage and improvement of the land. With good management the 
outlay will prove remunerative. The Law Life Assurance Company own 
property to the extent of over one-fourth the whole valuation of the Clifden 
Union, and it is estimated that they receive a rental of 7,000 l. a year. 
Much is expected from this body. The Company is expected to set an 
example of judicious liberality and enlightened philanthropy to the other 
property owners in the district. Let us hope that they will not longer delay 
doing so. 

It is my belief that if the landowners and others do act as they ought, as 
is expected and to be hoped they will, there need be little apprehension of 
the consequences of the present scarcity of fuel, and the partial failure of 
the potato crop. It is, however, my painful duty to add that if the poorer 
portion of the people be left to their own resources, without aid, sympathy, 
and encouragement, much privation must fall on them, and, by-and-by, widen 
the circle of destitution. Timely assistance, in the manner I. have indicated, 
will be cheaper, more effective, and more humane than any after measures can 
be. 

Public works have been spoken of as a mode of employment for the people. 
The suggestion is very fair as regards works of acknowledged utility and 
necessity ; but there is no machinery or authority in existence for putting them 
into operation. They should be passed at the Baronial Presentment Session, 
and afterwards by the Gi’and Jury at assizes ; so that, even if they were passed, 
they could not be set going before the month of April, 

It was my intention to have visited the Islands of Boffin and Shark, and 
with that object in view, I gave directions to have a boat in readiness at 
Cleggan ; but on my arrival there on Tuesday, there blew such a gale that the 
passage from the mainland to the island could not with safety to life be under- 
taken. I have been informed that there is some little turf in Boffin, and that 
Mr. Black, the proprietor of an establishment there, is selling coal. 

As regards Shark Island, its inhabitants have been always supplied with 
turf from the mainland. I am quite Certain there must be a scarcity of fuel in 
this island. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) T. Brodie. 

Custom House, Dublin. 

P.S.— Since closing the foregoing Report, I have received a communication 
from the Clerk of the Clifden Union, informing me that the Guardians, after the 
meeting of their Board on yesterday, resolved themselves into a Committee ; 
and that the subject of the present scarcity of fuel throughout the district was 
fully considered, when it was admitted on all hands that steps should be taken 
to provide a sufficient supply of coals at Clifden, to be disposed of to the poorer 
classes on the most reasonable terms. 

A letter (copy of which I annex) from J. C. Lyons, Esq , a landed proprietor, 
was read at the meeting, and its suggestions were highly approved. 

It was Resolved , — 

“ That the Agent of the Law Life Assurance Company be com- 
municated with on the subject, sending him a copy of Mr. Lyons’ 
admirable letter, with the view of ascertaining what amount that Company, 
being the chief proprietors of the locality, would undertake to subscribe 
towards the purchase of fuel as proposed.” 



237 , 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




4 



PAPERS RELATING TO THE CONDITION OF 



Copt of Mr. Lyons' Letter. 

Dear Sir, Pembroke-place, 13 November 1861. 

Since my return to Dublin, keeping in view our conversation at Mr. Harte’s, I have 
been making many inquiries about coal and coke. Any considerable supplies of the latter 
seem out of the question ; it is, in fact, as dear here, or nearly so, as coal — being 16 s. 

t ier ton delivered at railway stations, the carriage to Galway 8 s. or 9 s., besides the un- 
oading, reloading, and freight from thence to Clifden ; and after all it would, I am told, 
require coal to ignite it. The difficulty we supposed about burning coal may, I believe, 
be removed by small gratings, at a cost of about 10 d. each. The cheapest place to pro- 
cure coal for our purpose would be, I am told, at Glasgow, where the coals of Messrs. 
Scott & Gillman (called Wishan coals) would be shipped free on board at 7 s. per ton, by 
addressing M r. Brown, agent there. That coal, I am informed, would be the best for our 
purposes, easily ignited and making little or no ashes. It is a very hot coal, perhaps some- 
what swift, but the better for heating and drying the turf. 

The freight from Glasgow is the only matter to be ascertained. I have written on the 
subject ; but I am told, by those who understand such matters here, that from Glasgow to 
Clifden it may be 10 s. or 12 s. per ton, which would leave the coals there at something 
under 20 s. 

I have troubled you with this detail, knowing the interest you take in the matter. If 
a subscription list be opened, I cannot doubt that we should raise 100 1. or 150/. I am 
quite willing to be a contributor in the proportion, or above it, of my little interest in the 
country. 

It is to be hoped that Sir Robert Peel’s visit may lead to some decided relief ; but I do 
not think waiting for that should prevent or delay other efforts. I think you will concur 
with me, and I hope excuse the trespass of this letter. After you have spoken with Mr. 
Fitzgerald, Resident Magistrate, and others, you will perhaps do me the favour to let 
me have your thoughts on the subject. 

And believe me, &c. 

To J. Bodkin, Esq. J. C. Lyons. 



— No. 2. — 

(No. 24,858/61.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Chief Secretary of the Lord 
Lieutenant. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 22 November 1861. 

Adverting to their letter of the 15th instant, the Commissioners for Admi- 
nistering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland have the honour to forward 
herewith, for the information of their Excellencies the Lords Justices, a copy 
of the report which they have received from their inspector, Dr. Brodie, in 
reference to the statements contained in a Memorial addressed to his Excel- 
lency the Lord Lieutenant by “ the inhabitants of the town of Clifden,” repre- 
senting the state in which the population of Connemara are alleged to be from 
the immediate want of fuel, and the scarcity of food, which it is stated is ex- 
pected to occur in the course of a short time. 

Dr. Brodie describes, in his report, the extent to which his observations lead 
him to think that the scarcity of turf for fuel exists at present in the Clifden 
District, and the means taken by the poorer inhabitants to supply the want ; 
and he advocates the propriety of persons of property and position endeavour- 
ing to obtain for sale a few cargoes of coal for future use. 

With respect to food, it appears from Dr. Brodie’s report that there is a loss 
of about one-half of the crop of potatoes, but that breadstuffs are plentiful, 
and that they will be forthcoming in sufficient quantities to supply the deficiency 
in the potato crop at reasonable rates. 

It further appears that a committee of the Guardians, who assembled at a 
meeting of the Board on the 20th instant, met afterwards to consider the sub- 
ject of the supply of fuel, when it was admitted by all parties present that 
steps should be taken to provide a sufficient supply of coals at Clifden, to be 
disposed of to the poorer classes on the most reasonable terms. 

With regard to the introduction of coal into Clifden, the Commissioners are 
aware that a coal-vessel chartered by Mr. Livingstone, a Westport merchant, 
has been expected to arrive in Clifden Harbour for some days past ; and there 
seems now to be a probability of a further importation through the action of 
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local benevolence at Clifden, as previously at Westport and other places in the 
province of Connaught. 

The expectation that an example will be promptly given by the Law Life 
Assurance Company, who possess a great part of the property of the Clifden 
Union, it is to be hoped will not be disappointed. Mr. Robinson, the agent 
who manages the property on behalf of the Company, is Chairman of the Board 
of Guardians of the Clifden Union, and must be well acquainted with the cir- 
cumstances of the district. 

This is the same gentlemen who transmitted a memorial for assistance from 
the Government, which appeared in the newspapers a few days since. 

A list of the Trustees of the Law Life Assurance Company, and another of 
the Directors, is in the “ London Directory,” at page 2,2 77, embracing a 
large body of eminent persons, resident for the most part in London. 

It appears that Mr. Robinson was not present at the formation of the Coal 
Committee referred to in Dr. Brodie’s report, but that the gentlemen forming 
the Committee made a communication to him on the subject. 

The Commissioners forwarded, with their letter of the 15th instant, a state- 
ment of the rates made in the several electoral divisions of Clifden Union, to 
meet the expenditure for relief of the destitute poor in the years ending 
September 1861 and September 1862, respectively. 

A copy of the List of Rates is enclosed herewith, and the Commissioners 
have at the same time to observe that the rates made in each year, on the 
electoral divisions in which they believe the property of the Law Life Assurance 
Company to be principally comprised, varied from Is. 4 A d. in the pound to 
Is. 10 \d. in the pound for the year ended September 1861, and that they 
vary from 1 s. 3 d. to 3 s. in the pound for the year ending September 1862. 

The divisions referred to are Bencorr, Derrycumlagh, Knockboy, Moyruss, 
Owengowla, and Roundstone, but the Company have some property in other 
divisions also. 

With respect to any pressure for relief from the poor-rates at present, the 
Commissioners observed, in their letter of the 15th instant, that there were at 
that time 97 persons in the workhouse, there being accommodation for 822 ; 
and this number appears, by the Minutes received to-day, not to have been 
increased, there having been no application whatever for relief before the 
Board of Guardians on the 20th instant. 

The memorial referred to the Commissioners on the 14th instant is returned 
herewith. 

By order, &e. 

To the Right Hon. (signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

Sir Robert Peel., Bart, & c, &c. &o., 

Dublin Castle. 



Enclosure in No. 2. 
CLIFDEN UNION. 



Rates made to meet Expenditure, for Years ending September 1861 and September 1862. 



Names of 


Rate per 
£. 


Rate per 


Names of 


Rate per 


Rate per 


Electoral Divisions. ■ 


£. 


Electoral Divisions. 


£. 


£. 


(10.) 


1861. ! 


1862. 


(19.) 


1861. 


1862. 




s. d. 


s. d . 




s. d. 


s. d. 


Ballynakill 

Bencorr - - - 


1 3 
1 7J 


1 6 
2 1 


Illion ... 

Inishboffin 


2 - 
1 3 


3 6 
1 3 


Bunowen - 


1 7 


1 8 


Knockboy - - - 


1 ^ 


2 4 


Cleggan - 


1 5 


1 9 


Moyruss •• 


1 10J 


3 - 


Clifden - - - 


3 6 


4 7 


Owengowla 


1 6 


1 4 


Cushkillary 


1 3 


1 6 


Rinvyle - 


1 9 


1 6 


Derrycumlagh 


1 9 


I 3 






Derry lea - 


1 6 


1 2 


Roundstone 


1 9 


2 3 


Doonloughan 


2 6 


2 6 


Silerna - * 


I 1 10 J 


1 9 


Errislannon 


1 6 


1 9 


Skannive - 


16 


2 2 
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(No. 27,178/61.) 

- No. 3. — 

Letter from the Under Secretary of State for the Home Department, to the 
Chief Secretary of the Lord Lieutenant. 

Sir, Whitehall, 24 December 1861. 

With reference to the letter which was addressed to you on the 22d ultimo, 
by_ the Poor Law Commissioners for Ireland, respecting the state of the popu- 
lation of Connemara, I am directed by Secretary Sir George Grey to transmit 
to you the enclosed copy of a letter, which, on receiving from you a copy of the 
abovenamed communication, was written to Mr. Bockett, the Solicitor to the 
Law Life Assurance Company, and also copies of two letters from Mr. Bockett 
in reply. And I am to request that you will submit the same to the Lords 
Justices for their Excellencies’ information. 

I am, &c. 

To the Right Honourable (signed) H. Waddinqton. 

Sir Robert Peel, Bart., m.p., &c. &c. &c., 

Dublin Castle. 



(No. 27,178/61.) 

Enclosure in No. 3. 

I. — Letter to Mr. Bockett, Solicitor to the Law Life Assurance Society. 

Whitehall, 2 December 1861. 

I am directed by Secretary Sir George Grey to request that you will, at the earliest 
opportunity, bring under the notice of the Managing Direction of the Law Life Assur- 
ance Company the enclosed copy of a letter addressed by the Poor Law Board in Ireland 
to the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant. Sir George Grey has received several 
private communications from Ireland, which he does not feel he should be authorised in 
transmitting to you as official documents, but which concur in the expression of opinion 
that the Resident Agent of the Law Life Assurance Company has not shown the dispo- 
sition which might have been expected, from a gentleman representing a Company 
possessed of an estate of vast extent in Galway, to take an active part in promoting local 
efforts for the relief of the poor in that district, while he appears to have taken a prominent 
part in appealing to the Government for assistance. Without entering on the question of 
whether such assistance may, or may not, hereafter become necessary, it must be obvious 
that it is of the greatest importance that the first and chief reliance should be placed on 
local efforts ; and it is gratifying to be assured that many of the landed proprietors in the 
west of Ireland are exerting themselves honourably and successfully in adopting 
measures to avert, or mitigate, the apprehended distress. Sir George Grey is far from 
assuming, from the facts already before him, that the conduct of Mr. Robinson may not 
be susceptible of satisfactory explanation ; but he cannot doubt that the Managing Direction 
will share the anxiety which he himself feels, that no suspicion should exist as to their 
desire that their agent should be one of the foremost in promoting every practicable 
scheme of local benevolence, and should heartily co-operate with other landowners in the 
exertions which they are making ; and he entertains the fullest confidence that this subject 
will receive the prompt and serious attention of the Directors. 



To D. S. Bockett, Esq., 
Law Life Assurance Company. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) H. Waddington. 



IL — Letter from Mr. Bockett, in reply. 

(No. 27,178/61.) 

T Sir ' x ^ , „ 60, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 4 December 1861 

I am directed by the Board of Directors of the Law Life Assurance Societv'to 
acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 2d instant: and I am directed tr> 
inform you that the subject-matter to which it refers has been, and still is, under the 
consideration of the Board, and of their agent in Ireland. Your letter will he forwarded 
by to-mght s post to Mr. Robinson; and as soon as the Directors are able to do so they 
mil make a further communication to you on the subject. Y 



To H. Waddington, Esq., &c. &c. &e.. 
Home Office. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Ban Bockett. 
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III. — Further Letter from Mr. Bochett. 

(No. 27,178/61.) 

g; r 60, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 20 December 1861. 

I am directed by the Directors of tlje Law Life Assurance Society to apprise you, for 
the information of Secretary Sir George Grey, that they have, since I wrote to you on 
the 4th instant, received a letter from their agent, Mr. Robinson ; and I am directed to 
send you the following communication. 

In your letter you appear to consider that Mr. Robinson is open to blame in not having 
shown a disposition to take an active part in promoting local efforts for the relief of the 
poor, whilst he appears to have taken an active part in appealing to the Government for 
assistance; but so far as relates to Mr. Robinson’s appeal to the Government for assistance, 
it is observable that such appeal was sent as the appeal of the Clergy and Gentry of 
Connemara generally, and was only signed by Mr. Robinson as chairman of the meeting. 
With respect to the observation in the letter of the Poor Law Commissioners, that Mr. 
Robinson was not present at the formation of the Coal Committee referred to in 
Dr. Brodie’s Report, it is true that he was not present at such meeting ; and the reason 
of his absence was that he was then in Clare Island, in the necessary discharge of his 
duties on behalf of the Society, and in making inquiries into the state and condition 
of the poor there. If it is intended to be surmised that his absence was intentional, the 
Directors think it right distinctly to state that there is no foundation for such a 
supposition, for he was not even aware of there being any intention to form such 
Committee. 

I am desired further to state to you, that when the resolution of the Coal Committee 
was transmitted to Mr. Robinson, such resolution was accompanied by a letter from Mr. 
Hart, the Secretary, stating as follows : — 

“ It is the opinion of the meeting that a subscription of 200 l. from the Society would, 
with the local subscriptions, enable the Committee thus formed to carry out their good 
intentions ; but without the generous aid of the Society, all efforts would be utterly fruit- 
less on the part of the Committee.” 

No list of subscribers accompanied this letter, nor any statement of the amount of 
subscriptions, with the single exception that Mr. Lyons, of Dublin, intimated his 
willingness to be a contributor, in the proportion (or above it) of his little rental in the 
county. 

The Law Life Assurance Society decline to send 200 1. to the Committee ; and in so 
doing, have acted upon the principle that it would be more advantageous to the poor that 
they should distribute their aid under their own immediate supervision, and not send so 
large a sum to Clifden, as in that town and its immediate neighbourhood the Society hold 
very little property. They have, however, put 200 l. at the disposal of Mr. Robinson, to 
be applied in the purchase of fuel for distribution amongst the poor of the districts in 
which their estates are situated, either gratuitously, or at reduced prices, as he shall deem 
best, except that out of the above 200/., they have directed that 20 1. be paid to the 
Clifden Fuel Committee, and 20 1. to the Oughterard Committee. I am desired further to 
observe that before the receipt of your letter, and before I left Ireland on the 1st of 
October, I had made arrangements with Mr. Robinson that employment should be given 
to the poor in useful labour on the Society’s estates, and also that, before the receipt of 
your letter, the Society was in communication with Mr. Robinson as to the best mode of 
affording relief. 

In conclusion, I am desired to add that Secretary Sir G. Grey may rest assured that 
the Society has not been, and will not be, found wanting in the discharge of its duties in 
respect of their property in Ireland, and they cannot but consider that Mr. Robinson has 
reason to complain of the unfounded imputations raised against him. 

I am, &c. 

• To H. Waddington, Esq., (signed) Dan Bochett. 

&c. &c. &c. 



— No. 4. — 

(No. 27,178/61.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Chief Secretary of the Lord 
Lieutenant. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 2 January 1862. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a file of papers, referred 
from the Chief Secretary’s Office for their information, relating to the scarcity 
of fuel and the state of the population of Connemara, and consisting of corre- 
spondence on the subject between Secretary Sir George Grey and Mr. Bockett, 
237. C Solicitor 
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Solicitor to the Law Life Assurance Company, in reference to the property of 
that Company in Clifden and Oughterard Unions. 

The Commissioners desire to express their thanks for the perusal ot the 
correspondence, which is returned herewith. 

The Commissioners have at the same time to observe, in reference to the last 
paraoraph of Mr. Bockett’s letter of the 20th December, that the memorial 
from* Clifden referred to by them in their letter of the 22d November as having 
been signed by Mr. Robinson, Agent to the Law Life Assurance Company in 
Connemara, was adopted at a public meeting held at Clifden on the 23d October, 
and was signed by him as chairman of the meeting at which lie presided, as 
appears by the accompanying copy of the memorial itself, as published by way 
of advertisement in the “ Galway Vindicator ” of the 30th October last. 

By order, &c. 

To the Right Honourable, (signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

Sir It. Peel, Bart., &c. &c. &c., 

Dublin Castle. 



Enclosure in No. 4. 

Copy of Memorial to His Excellency tlie Earl of Carlisle, Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland. 

My Lord, Clifden, 24 October 1861. _ 

I have the’honour to forward to your Excellency the accompanying Memorial, unani- 
mously adopted at a public meeting, held at Clifden, on . the 23d instant, relative to the 
state of the crops and condition of the people in this district. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Martin Raphael Hart. 



To His Excellency the Earl of Carlisle, Lieutenant General and General Governor- 
of Ireland. 

The Memorial of the Clergy and Gentry of Connemara. 

Bespectfully Showeth, 

That Memorialists having made the most searching inquiry into the present state of 
the crops, as well as the general condition of the poor of this district, beg leave to place 
the following facts before your Excellency. 

Memorialists have ascertained, with deep regret, that two-thirds of the potato crop are 
totally lost, and the remaining portion so bad as to be almost unfit for human use : hence 
the poor, whose staple food the potato is, will be very soon without provisions. 

That owing to the continued rains during the harvest, the cereal crop lias not come to 
maturity, is inferior in quality, and far under an average crop ; that after it had been cut 
down, much of it had to remain bn the fields from the inclemency of the weather, and was 
so much damaged that it had to be sent to market and sold at reduced prices. Hence the 
poor have not even the corn to assist in their support. 

That a scarcity of fuel already exists, in fact amounting to a total loss — almost as great 
an evil to the poor as the scarcity of food itself. 

That the poor-rates in the Clifden Electoral Division of this Union are 4 s. 7 d. in the 
pound, a proof of the melancholy distress to which it is already reduced ; and we feel con- 
vinced that the present rate will be entirely inadequate to meet the impending wide- 
spread destitution. ... . ... 

That these facts leave no doubt but famine, with all its concomitant horrors, is immi- 
nent. 

Your Memorialists, therefore, feel it a duty they owe to the poor, to themselves, and to 
society generally, that these facts be submitted to the Executive, with a view that your 
Excellency will be graciously pleased to take such steps as to your Excellency may seem 
meet for averting the impending calamity, and saving the lives of the poor. 

The Memorialists solicit the fullest inquiry on the part of the Government into the 
facts set forth. 

(signed) George J. Robinson, J. P., 

Ballinahinch Castle, Chairman. 
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